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Peace should be understood in a human way - in a broad social, political and 
economic way. Peace is threatened by unjust economic, social and political order, 
absence of democracy, environmental degradation and absence of human rights.  

Poverty is the absence of all human rights. The frustrations, hostility and anger 
generated by abject poverty cannot sustain peace in any society. For building 
stable peace we must find ways to provide opportunities for people to live decent 
lives.   

Our microcredit programs make very small loans, without collateral, that banks usually 
refuse to make. Other lenders may charge high interest rates or set other conditions that 
make it impossible to get out of debt.  

Our loans often range from 50,000 to 70,000 Burundi Francs, about $40 to $60 U.S. 
dollars, but can be as little as 10,000 BFR.  Our program started in 2007 with a gift of 
$2,000 U.S. by a generous donor. Today, we have loans to 39 individuals and the loan 
fund has grown to $ 4,000.00 U.S. 

The process starts when interested people join a microcredit group. The group meets 
monthly and learns about the loan-making process.  The group decides which members’ 
business plans should be funded and for how much. Loans are usually for two months 
and are repaid with interest.  

 



The idea is to make loans that the 
borrower will be able to pay back 
on time and to make a profit for the 
borrower and the lender. 

If a member is late repaying a loan 
the other members will encourage 
her to make her payments.  

 

Woman makes loan payment at monthly meeting.     

 

We make microcredit loans to women. Experience 
has shown women are more likely to reinvest their 
earnings in their families, improve the lives of 
children and strengthening their communities. 

 

 

Contact: THARS, (257) 22 24 58 24  
staffoffice@gmail.com (office) 
ndamukiza@yahoo.com (coordinator) 

 

 
 

 
                                                                                                                         
 

                                                                                                             Mother and child at microcredit meeting 


